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Background 

Disability pension is one of the single most important predictors of retirement mortality, and its 

impact tends to be independent of individual socioeconomic characteristics. The Swedish-speaking 

population group in Finland is known to have a higher life expectancy than their Finnish-speaking 

countrymen, although it is not known if the two groups differ in terms of how disability pension 

receipt relates to mortality.  

Research Question 

We study how disability pension receipt affects survival after retirement, and whether any 

differences between Finnish speakers and Swedish speakers on this account may help to explain the 

population-group mortality gradient.  

Data and Methods 

The data stem from a five per cent random sample of Finnish speakers and a 20 per cent sample of 

Swedish speakers who could be observed in the period 1987-2011. Approximately 30,000 individuals 

are followed from age 50 years onwards. Discrete-time hazard models are used to quantify the 

association between labour market status, starting from age 50, and all-cause mortality in ages 65+.  

Results 

The results show persisting negative effects of disability pension receipt on survival, and that this 

pattern is similar for both population groups. The impact of having received disability pension 

remains highly significant throughout retirement for both sexes. Although the magnitude decreases 

with retirement duration, disability pension receipt is associated with an at least 50 percent elevated 

mortality risk. In this setting, the population-group mortality gradient can be attributed to 

socioeconomic and demographic differentials.  

Main conclusion 

The findings highlight the importance of disability pension as a powerful predictor of future 

mortality, and they suggest that this interrelation is useful for understanding health differentials 

between the two native population groups in Finland. 

 

 

 

 

 


