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Study background: Large Syrian refugee flows reached Sweden and Norway after the outbreak 

of the Syrian civil war, and particularly during the 2015 fall. In 2016 the Syrians constituted the 

largest group of new immigrants in both Sweden and Norway. Few quantitative studies have 

looked at how the immigration from Syria to the Nordic countries have changed over time and 

shaped the Syrian presence and integration as well as the general demography in these countries. 

 

Objectives and data: To fill this gap, this paper assesses the changed immigration and the 

integration trajectories of Syrian immigrants in Sweden and Norway using administrative register 

data. First, we will describe the characteristics of the Syrian population arriving to and living in 

Sweden and Norway and its evolution over time. Second, we aim at investigating how these 

factors lead to different integration patterns and demographic behaviours.  

 

Results: Preliminary results show that the demography of Syrian immigrants in Norway and 

Sweden has changed considerably. For example, less than 1,500 Syrian immigrants were living in 

Norway before the Syrian war broke out in 2011. In 2018 they are 27,400 and constitute the 5th 

largest immigrant group. The share of children among today’s Syrians in Norway is higher than 

in 2011, and so is the share of unmarried young men. They are younger than the general 

Norwegian population, and unlike most other immigrants they tend to live in rural areas, 

contributing to a decentralization of the Norwegian population.  

 

Main conclusions: Not only the size, but also the composition of Syrian immigrants in the 

Nordic countries has changed considerably since the outbreak of the Syrian civil war. Additional 

results, including results on integration patterns, will be ready in time for the conference. 


