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Study background 

Family behaviors are indicative of social boundaries between ethnic groups. But ethnicity is only 
one of a range of identities individuals hold, differentiating or bridging social groups in which 
people may meet romantic partners. 

Objectives 

Taking an intersectional approach, we investigate how patterns of ethnic intermarriage among 
the Swedish second generation are shaped by where a person lives (i.e. your partnership market), 
educational attainment and gender. 

Data and methods 

Using Swedish administrative register data, we study first marriages formed between 1990 and 
2012 among all women and men born between 1972 and 1989 to two immigrant parents, residing in 
Sweden at age 18 (N = 98,572; Person-months = 1,103,522). The transition to first marriage is 
modelled in discrete-time using multinomial logistic regression. The dependent variable captures 
the log of the odds of five categories of spouses: (i) an immigrant from the same global region of 
origin (homogamy); (ii) an immigrant from a different global region of origin (heterogamy); (iii) 
a child of immigrants from the same global region of origin (homogamy); (iv) a child of 
immigrants from a different global region of origin (heterogamy); and (v) Swedish majority, 
defined as a native-born spouse with two native-born parents (heterogamy). In addition to 
parental country of origin, we account for the share of co-ethnics in one’s region of residence, 
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highest level of education and a set of control variables. All models are conducted separately by 
gender. 

Results 

Preliminary results suggest urban residence exposes individuals to a more diverse partnership 
market but is associated with a lower propensity to partner with a majority-background spouse. 
The highly educated demonstrate the most diverse partnership choices, suggesting that ethnic 
background may be a less important identifier for this group. We find evidence that these 
partnering processes may operate differently for women and men. 

Main conclusions 

These results underscore the importance of intersectional approaches to the study of the 
assortative mating. The intersection of multiple identities may increase the likelihood of 
intergroup relations and subsequent intermarriage. 


