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I am a PhD candidate comparing both Scandinavian and Romanian living arrangements in 

contemporary societies.  

Reality confirms that conjugal functionality in unmarried couples is a dilemma for 

postmodernity. Thereby, thesis, named "Functionality in unmarried families with children 

-  A comparative socio-cultural study of Norway and Romania" has the main interests in 

family policy analysis with a special focus on unmarried cohabitation. 

Pursuing Phd in Social Science, I am working on a "mixed-methods" thesis, including 

chapters of analysis and data quality assessment (statistically evaluating data). More specific, 

I intend to investigate reliable data on cohabitation, aiming to understand the dynamics of 

contemporary conjugality both in Norway and Romania.  

Explaining cohabitation by both Norwegian and Romanian perspective involves carrying out 

a cross-cultural research. Thereby, in order to observe and explore differences and 

similitarities between cultures’ values,  this social research starts by conducting an 

ethnographic study. By gathering information about other societies there will be determined 

cultural differences which further leads to understanding specific marital values.  

The second research step is conducting a qualitative method, using as a tool the semi-

structured interview.  

Based on Talcott Parson's theory, there are 5 variables translated into analysis dimensions that 

influence family functionality. Found on these, measuring functionality in unmarried families 

with children starts with by synthesizing the concepts of intimacy, solidarity/individualism, 

independence (maintaining personal identity in the couple), conjugal role and orientation 

towards the social norm and cooperation/domination.  

It has a set of questions which will be addressed to a number of couples from both countries. 

Main research questions are:  

1. How do you share responsibilities in your couple? 

2. How would you describe the need for affectivity in the contemporary couple? 

3. What do you think are the essential elements of a satisfying, healthy and happy 

relationship? 

4. What are the main reason you do not formalize the couple relationship?   

 



 

 

Taking in consideration all above stated I would be grateful if you could give me an 

opportunity to join the Nordic Demographic Symposium in the summer of 2019. Through 

this I aim to boost the quality of the research, improving quantitative and qualitative research 

skills and exchanging inquiry ideas.  

 

Thank you in advance! 

 

 

 

 

Best regards, 

Oana Silvia Simion 

0047 450 64 830 

 


