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Effect of school segregation on school results and 
transition from school to work 

Background 

School segregation has become an important area for discussion and 
research. During the period, 1988 - 2009 school segregation between 
immigrants and natives and between children of high/low educated 
parents has increased in Sweden1.  

School segregation can be an effect of increasing gaps in the society in 
general and equal opportunities for persons with different 
background are an important area for further research and studies. 

Objectives  

In this study, we want to see if the school results and transition from 
school to work differs for persons with different background that 
have attended compulsory schools with different socioeconomic 
distribution of pupils. 

Data and methods 

The data material consists of persons in two different cohorts (born 
1979, 1989) registered in Sweden in 2014 who have been enrolled in 
compulsory and/or upper secondary school in Sweden.  

With the help of different registers at Statistics Sweden, the persons 
will be followed through the school system and into the labor market. 
The main result consists of school results, highest completed level of 
education, enrolment in post-secondary education for the older 
cohort and labor market situation for the older cohorts. 

Main background variable is socioeconomic distribution of 
compulsory schools regarding parent’s level of education, immigrant 
background and income. The schools have been divided into four 
groups. Other individual background variables are for example 
country of birth, gender and school results. 

Result and preliminary conclusions 

Preliminary results indicates that school segregation have an effect on 
results from compulsory and upper secondary school. Later in life, 
other factors like parents level of education are more important for 
enrolment in higher studies and highest completed level of education 
at the age of 25 years.  

                                                      

1 School choice and segregation: evidence from Sweden (Institute for 
Evaluation of Labour Market and Education Policy) May 2015 


