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Study background 

While life-course approaches to migration have long pointed to the importance of intra-

household family events as triggers for migration, few have recognised how such events are 

embedded within broader familial networks that can themselves influence whether, when and 

where to relocate. 

Objectives 

Our analysis seeks to build on existing research in two important ways. First, it incorporates 

the presence and location of several non-resident family members (e.g. all adult children’s 

siblings and older parents’ (grand)children). And second, it accounts for the role of several 

‘linked’ family events (e.g. separation, widowhood and childbirth), where, via changes in 

relative support needs, an event in one person’s life may not only to affect their own 

migration behaviours, but also those of family located outside of the immediate household.  

Data and Methods 

We apply multilevel social network analysis to full geo-coded population register data of 

older parents (55+) and adult children (18+), living >=20km apart. 

Results 

Among our study population, almost half of all migration events are directed towards familial 

locations. As well as being an attraction factor when located farther afield, non‐ resident 

family are shown to act as a deterrent to migration when located nearby, with the 

geographical clustering of additional family members shown to strengthen these 

deterring/attracting effects. Migration towards family is increased in the aftermath of events 

linked to increased support needs (e.g. separation, widowhood and childbirth), though our 

analysis also shows how an event in one person’s life can influence the migration behaviour 

of family beyond the household. Indeed, we find an increased propensity for adult children to 

migrate towards their parent following parental separation. Gender asymmetries also emerge 

from parental separation, with separated older mothers having a higher propensity to migrate 

towards children than otherwise equivalent fathers.  

Main conclusions 

We demonstrate how the propensity and direction of internal migration varies according to 

the presence and location of wider family networks and the emergence of ‘linked’ family 

events. Where the influence of the geographical configuration of non-resident family has 

remained a limited area of research within micro and macro analysis of internal migration, 

our findings suggest far more attention is warranted.  
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