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Abstract 

The study background 

Sweden is among the countries with highest share of single households in Europe. Living without a partner beyond 
young adulthood has often been associated with vulnerability regarding health, socio-economic position, access to social 
support, etc. As revealed by more recent research however, a non-negligible proportion of such “partnerless” individuals 
are in committed relationships. Hence concerns about their vulnerability may be exaggerated.  

Objectives and/or research questions 

We seek to explore the main characteristics of the LATs in the Swedish population, to have a better understanding of 
their eventual vulnerability. Given delays in family formation in advanced societies, we focus on ages beyond the late 
twenties, as challenges of labour-market establishment interfering with partnership formation are likely to be overcome 
by then.  

Data and methods 

We analyze data of the relatively recently released Swedish GGS (first wave), not included in the latest studies on LAT 
thus leaving a knowledge-gap to fill. We focus on individuals aged 30 and above who do not share residence with a 
partner. Logistic regression is our tool of analysis (binary regression, and multinomial models in the next stage when also 
co-resident respondents will be included). 

Results 

The results suggest that LAT is most common in mid-life (ages 45-54), but also at ages of early thirties. Women are less 
likely than men to be in LAT, whereas parents with children from previous relationships find this arrangement more 
appealing than the childless. Also, LAT is more common among tertiary educated individuals compared to the less 
educated.  

Main conclusions 

LAT seems to be preferred by individuals with most resources (highly educated, men, at ages of mid-life), perhaps 
because of the flexibility and independence linked to it. This would decrease concern about vulnerability.  But this 
partnership form is also common among parents, calling for better understanding of LATs. 
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