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Background 

Immigration into Europe has risen in the 21st century, eventually leading to the Migrant Crisis 
in 2015. In a climate of tension, uncertainty and confrontation, anti-immigrant sentiments have 
intensified throughout Europe. However, a unified theory explaining anti-immigrant 
sentiments does not exist. Previous studies have explored many viewpoints. Common 
explanations relate to perceived threat from immigrants on economic well-being or culture. 
However, the possible explanatory power of fear of crime, i.e. fear of becoming a victim of crime 
has been studied sparsely, especially after the start of the Migrant Crisis. This is the case despite 
the fact that fear of crime has been associated with multiple negative outcomes in the past, 
including anti-immigrant sentiments. 

Objectives 

This study examines how fear of crime is associated with perceived threat from immigrants on 
the economy, culture and the general quality of life between and in European countries and 
provides theoretical discussion and empirical testing to this less researched approach.  

Data and methods 

The research data come from the European Social Survey 2010–2016 and country-level data 
provided by Eurostat. The analyses include 18 European countries. Pooled cross-sectional 
analyses and mixed-effect logistic regression are used as analysis methods. 

Preliminary results 

Preliminary results indicate that stronger fear of crime is a significant predictor of a stronger 
tendency to perceive immigrants as a threat to the economy, culture and general quality of life 
in a country. Distrust in people and lack of social engagement appear to be mediating factors 
on the individual-level. 

Main Conclusions 

The results coincide with the integrated threat theory, which sees a perceived threat from a 
group against another group resulting in prejudice against the supposedly threatening group, 
even if the perceived threat is not founded on reality. Further implications of the results and 
policy recommendations will be discussed. 
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