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From Germany to Syria in 150 years 

The study background 

Statistics Sweden has regional statistics on the foreign-born population from census 

from the mid-1800s. This unique population statistics makes it possible to describe how 

immigration to Sweden has changed over time. Which countries the foreign-born 

population came from and the areas where they settled have varied. By visualizing this 

information with maps, we get an easy-to-understand overview of Swedish migration 

history. 

Objectives  

This is an attempt to describe the Swedish population. Migration have been an important 

part of our modern history, but it is important to understand who they were and why 

they came to Sweden. Our historical statistics give us an important insight of the 

Swedish migration history.  

Data and methods 

To be able to get a full picture of the people living in Sweden, population and housing 

censuses were produced every 10th year from 1860 until the late 1960s. Since then the 

population statistics is based on the population register. Thanks to this unique data 

source, it is possible to get a relatively detailed picture of the size and structure of the 

population for a long time-period. In this presentation, I will illustrate where in Sweden 

the foreign-born population lived, using a map for every 10th year from 1860 til today.  

Results 

This presentation will illustrate to the immigration to Sweden is closely connected to 

what happens in the world, only in recent time we see a shift from people coming from 

the neighboring countries to refugees arriving from far away countries. 

Main conclusions 

We see how our surrounding have affected the Swedish society, war, poverty and the 

dream of the quiet Swedish countryside have brought people from many countries to 

Sweden which we can see in this unique compilation of Swedish statistics. 
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