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Estimation of immigration 
purposes 

 The study background 

Freedom of movement within the Schengen area is one of the cornerstones of EU 

cooperation and Nordic citizens have had free movement within the Nordic area since the 

1950s. This means that EU/EEA and Nordic citizens who immigrate to Sweden does not 

need to apply for a residence permit or state why he/she intends to reside in Sweden. Free 

movement reduces the opportunity to know the reason for a migration.  

 Objectives and/or research question(s) 

Statistics Sweden is working on a model that will provide information on reasons for 

settlement for all immigrants to Sweden regardless of citizenship. 

 Data and methods 

By using register information for each immigrant about, household, employment, studies, 

past settlements in Sweden and more. Some immigrants may have several reasons for 

immigration and it is necessary to prioritize the information to classify why an immigration 

to Sweden has taken place. In the preliminary model is college studies are prioritized 

before work, which in turn is prioritized before family reunification. 

 Results 
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Preliminary results indicates that reason for immigration differs between different countries 

of origin. For example is the main reason for immigration to Sweden by EU/EEA citizens is 

work. However, there are differences between countries. For example is immigration for 

studies common for Finnish citizens and immigration for family reasons is common for 

Danish citizens. 

 Main conclusions 

It is possible to calculate reasons for settlement with register information for almost all 

immigrants. It is also possible to estimate reason för settlements for all immigrants in the 

last 20 years. It would then provide information about reason för settlement for about two 

thirds of all foreign born persons in Sweden. This information would be important when 

analyzing the immigrant population in Sweden. 


