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50 years of Norwegian migration history- is it possible to 

measure diversity?  

 The study background  

Norway has for long, considered itself as an ethnically homogeneous country. During the last five 

decades, however, there has been increasing immigration from all regions of the world, and also, 

an increasing awareness that some heterogeneity has always been present. Since 1970, Norway 

has experienced net immigration from all parts of the world. The ethnic and cultural diversity in 

Norway is greater now than ever before.  

 Objectives and/ or research question(s) 

Norway is a small country on a global scale, but we have one of the fastest growing populations 

in Europe, according to figures from Eurostat.  

 

Who are immigrants in Norway? Why do people cross the Norwegian border?  

 We want to present a historical overview of Norway’s immigration patterns since 1970. 

Diversity is also an appropriate word to describe all the reason for migration to Norway. In a 

globalized world, the opportunity and need to move to a new country are both becoming more and 

more prevalent. 

 

The country’s population, with almost 5,3 million inhabitants, is now much more diverse.  

How does diversity manifest itself in the population statistics?  

Is it possible to measure it in any way?  
 

Yes, it is possible to “measure” the foreign element of a person’s background over three 

generations. We are going to present a simple, statistical method which is used to group the 

entire Norwegian population according to their own, their parents and their grandparents’ 

country of birth. 
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 Data and methods 

The main source for Norwegian migration statistics is the System for Population Registration. 

The information contained in it is taken from the Central Register of Population. The most 

important data source for reasons for immigration is the Aliens Register in the Norwegian 

Directorate of Immigration. 

A statistical method is used to group the entire Norwegian population according to their own, 

their parents and their grandparents’ country of birth. All residents of Norway are assigned a code 

number consisting of three digits, indicating the country of birth for the three generations.  

 

 Results 

We are going to present: 

  A broad picture of the migration to and from Norway during the last 50 years.  

 A simple, statistical method for measuring diversity 

 

 

 Main conclusions 

 Norway’s demography is characterized by the fact that we are a relatively small country 

with a relatively large share with no immigrant background. However, the diversity is 

steadily widening along with the increasing immigration.  

 The presentation of main figures based on information about country of birth over three 

generations shows how heterogeneous the Norwegian population is as a whole. 

 

 

 

NB! The submission can also be considered for inclusion as a poster 

presentation.  

 

 


