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Study background  

School-wide positive behavior support (SWPBS) is a school intervention that aims at addressing social 
and behavioral concerns in schools, currently implemented by more than 23,000 school in the United 
States and internationally. Previous studies that have investigated SWPBS have mainly focused on 
short-term teacher-rated behavioral outcomes such as office discipline referrals or short-term 
academic outcomes, and no study have yet investigated long-term effects.  
 
Objectives 
In this paper, we follow students after they graduate from a SWPBS school (7th grade) and examine 
long-term effects of SWPBS on individual level variables, including short- and long-term academic 
grades (8th and 10th grade), orderliness and conduct (10th grade), school absence (8-10th grade), 
dropout (11th grade), and criminal activity (11th grade). We also investigate whether the intervention 
effects are greater for students at risk of academic failure and behavioral problems.  
  
Data and methods 
We have access to population-wide longitudinal register data, including all Norwegian pupils that are 
exposed to SWPBS. We use a difference-in-difference (DiD) approach to estimate intervention effects. 
An advantage of DiD is that it accounts for all time-invariant differences between schools, such as 
stable school traits, teacher characteristics, and student characteristics, irrespective of proxies for 
these differences. We build upon the literature on machine learning to identify students at risk of 
adverse outcomes, and examine whether the effects are greater for these high-risk students.  
 
Results and main conclusions 
Both when we evaluate average program effects and when looking at high risk students, we find no 
effects of SWPBS on any of the outcomes.  


