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 The study background  

In the period 1990 to 2017, almost 300 000 family immigrants found their way to Norway. Family was 

the most common reason for immigration among the non-Nordic citizens in the period. 

Family immigration includes persons who immigrate through family reunification and those who 

immigrate through family establishment. 

 
 
Most of the immigrants who came to establish a family did so to marry nonimmigrants 

or Norwegian-born to immigrant parents. Of those who came to marry 

persons without an immigrant background, seven out of ten were women. 
 
 
 

 Objectives and/ or research question(s) 

Family immigration has always played a key role in the growth of immigrant groups. This paper examines the 

annual family- immigration flows to Norway in the period 1990-2017 divided by family reunification 

and establishment. The main objective is to show how these two components of family immigration 

vary in size (the absolute numbers) and as a share of the total immigration to Norway. Who are the 

reference person of those who immigrated through family establishment, are they also immigrants 

or nonimmigrants?  

 

 

 Data and methods 

The main source for Norwegian migration statistics is the System for Population Registration. 

The information contained in it is taken from the Central Register of Population. The most 

important data source for reasons for immigration is the Aliens Register in the Norwegian 

Directorate of Immigration. 

 

 Results 

During the period, two out of three family immigrants came to reunite with family members 

in Norway, while remaining one out of three came to establish a new family.  

The annual family reunification is affected, among other things, by the number of family establishments, 
labor immigrants and refugees who came in previous years. Since the late 1990s and up to 2008 there was 
an increase in the annual number that came to reunite with family. After 2008, the number of family 
reunions has varied somewhat from year to year, but has been stable higher than in the previous years. 

The number of family establishments has remained stable. 

 

 Main conclusions 

Family immigration, which is defined as persons granted residence on the basis of family relations to 
someone residing in Norway, accounted for 36 per cent of the non-Nordic immigration to Norway in 



the period 1990-2017. Family immigration has increased over time, with more than three times as 
many family immigrants arriving in 2017 compared to 1990. 

Most of the immigrants who came to establish a family did so to marry nonimmigrants (54 per cent). 

 
 

 

NB! The submission is considered for inclusion as a poster presentation only.  

 


