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Transition to parenthood among descendants of immigrants in Norway 
 

Study background. Descendants of immigrants are a growing subpopulation in Norway and even 

though most of them are still children or adolescents, a substantial number of them are currently 

undergoing the transition process to adulthood or have already reached a higher age. The degree of 

social integration of this subpopulation will have great impact on the future development of the 

Norwegian society. High labour market participation of women and men is seen as a precondition for 

the social democratic welfare system with a high level of social protection and generous social 

benefits. In line with this, important family policies (as paid paternal leave) are directed to employed 

persons. Analyses for the whole population indicate a positive correlation between previous 

employment and first birth rates.  

 

Objectives. The main aim of the here presented paper is to investigate if descendants of immigrants 

follow similar patterns in their transition to parenthood as Norwegian young adults. In contrast to 

existing studies, the analyses also include measures for partners, including their immigration 

background and labour market attachment. The aim is to explore if a high degree of integration of 

descendants of immigrants on both the labour market and partnership market is related to a high 

adaption of the transition pattern to parenthood of the majority population.  

 

Data and methods. The analyses are based on administrative register data covering the complete 

resident population of Norway. From the population register, the birth cohorts 1985-1998 were 

selected, as with new household data their household composition and union status can be taken 

into account from 2005 and onwards (i.e. at age 20 or younger). In event history models the 

transition to first birth of natives and descendants of immigrants is investigated up to the end of 

2017. Control variables include labour market participation, educational background, place of living, 

union transitions and partner characteristics.  

 

Preliminary findings. First results confirm the positive correlation between employment and first 

birth hazards for native women, compared to those under employment and those not attached to 

the labour market. Among descendants of immigrants, the difference between employed women 

and those not attached to the labour market is less pronounced. Living together with an immigrant 

or a descendent of an immigrant versus a native partner is related to lower first birth hazards among 

native women. The opposite is found for female descendants of immigrants. In next steps, indicators 

for the country background of the descendants of immigrants will be included and measures of the 

labour market attachment of the parental generation developed.  


