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Study Background  

The development and introduction of the vaccine against polio were important landmarks of public 
health improvement during the 20th century. The vital research that led to the first immunization allowed 
for the eradication of the disease from most of the world by the end of the century. The immediate health 
benefits from avoiding the lifelong paralysis that could occur as a consequence of the disease are 
undeniable. Beyond that, research has looked for signs of long-term effects (scarring) of diseases, 
particularly referring to health and economic outcomes like height1, cognitive, abilities2, years of 
education3, income4, and socioeconomic status5.  

Focusing on the effects of polio, Gensowski, et al. (2018) found that, for the case of Denmark,  paralytic 
polio survivors obtain a higher education and are more likely to work in white-collar occupations than 
the non-paralytic survivors, speaking of a sort of “compensatory behavior”. For the Swedish case, 
Serratos, Bengtsson & Nilsson (2018) found that the introduction of the vaccine against polio in 1957 
had no significant long term effects on native Swedish children’s adult income, educational attainment, 
or hospitalizations. 

Research Question  

In this paper, I expand on the results of Serratos, Bengtsson & Nilsson (2018) by including people who 
migrated to Sweden after childhood and who were exposed to immunization in their home countries, 
but who lived their adult (and labor-market) life in Sweden. Using pre-migration and Swedish register 
data, I exploit plausibly exogenous variation in vaccine introduction timings, to find out if the results 
found for native Swedes are not country-specific and hold across nationalities.  

Data and methods 

The data comes from the Swedish Longitudinal Immigrant Database, which is hosted at the Centre for 
Economic Demography and contains information on migrants to Sweden from 16 different countries. 
The information includes pre-migration occupation and education, as well as visa type when applying 
(work, refugee, etc) to the Swedish Migration Agency.  

Given the time differences in vaccine introduction, a standard differences-in-differences will be used, 
with the reference group being the native Swedes, for whom results are already available.  

Results 

Paper in Progress. First results are expected by Feb-Mar 2019. 
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