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Abstract: 

 Background: The majority of people (re)partner after the dissolution of their first 

childbearing union or after a non-partnered birth. Previous research shows that women and 

particularly mothers have lover chance of (re)partnering, take longer to (re)partner, and are 

the least likely to (re)marry. However, the evidence of the role of children and their 

residential arrangement in (re)partnering process of their fathers is mixed.  

 Objectives and research questions: I examine how the presence of children and the 

residential arrangement of these children influence the chances and timing of (re)partnering 

and (re)marriage. I address three research questions: (1) Is there a gender gap in re-

partnering? (2) Can the gender gap be attributed to the presence of children from prior 

unions? (3) How does residential arrangement of children affect (re)partnering of fathers and 

mothers? 

 Data and methods: I use 11% sample of the total population from the Finnish longitudinal 

registers, and employ discrete-time event-history analysis to examine gender differences in 

chances and timing of (re)partnering and (re)marriage. The analysis relies on childbearing, 

cohabitation and marriage histories, and covers the years between 1987 and 2012. 

 Results: The results confirm the gender gap in (re)partnering and (re)marriage. They further 

show that the difference is largely attributed to the presence of children, as childless 

separated men and women do not differ in their (re)partnering chances. Among people with 

resident children, mothers are less likely and take longer to (re)partner than fathers. Having 

non-resident children hinders (re)partnering of mothers, but not of fathers.  

 Main Conclusions: The parenthood status slows down the (re)partnering process for 

mothers, no matter the residential arrangement, whereas for fathers, only residential children 

seem to affect the (re)partnering process. This study shows that the presence and residential 

arrangement of children are the key factors in both chances and timing of (re)partnering and 

(re)marriage. 
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