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Background 

Childlessness among men an important topic of research as men in the Nordic countries have a 

higher rate of childlessness than women. Childlessness can be a form of individual 

disadvantage and thus it is important to examine the association between childlessness and 

other forms of social disadvantage. This study focuses on the role of education specifically 

because the importance of education for men’s family outcomes is ambiguous, particularly in a 

context of educational expansion. 

Objective and Research Question 

How is education related to childlessness among Swedish men? How do other variables, such as 

individual background and income affect this association? 

Data and Method 

This study is done with Swedish register data. I use information for men born 1967-1972 (aged 40-

45 in 2012). I use education measured at age 40 and the outcome variable is “any biological 

child”. The education is categorized as 8-9 years, secondary 2 years, secondary 3 years, post-

secondary 3 years or less, post-secondary 3 or more years, and research degree. In addition, I 

also include variables such as income (measured at different ages) and individuals’ family of 

origin (parent’s immigration background, education, social class, number of siblings, 

municipality of origin). The method is regression and decomposition. 

Results and Conclusion 

The preliminary results show that the only substantial difference in education and childlessness is 

the difference between men with a primary education (less than gymnasium). At all other 

levels of education, childlessness is quite similar, counter to theories which predict the 

importance of education. Childlessness is, however, strongly connected to income. The results 

are thus unintuitive: education is linked quite strongly to income, and income is linked quite 

strongly to childlessness, and yet no association is observed between education and 

childlessness. The final step in the analysis for this study is to explain this result using 

decomposition analysis. 
 


