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Study background: 

 

A large literature has consistently shown that children exposed to a parental divorce during childhood fare 

worse, on average, in educational achievement compared to their peers who grow up in households with 

both parents present. While this relationship is well-established, recent literature has been focused on 

understanding the extent to which the effects of divorce on children’s educational outcomes are 

heterogeneous. 

 

Objectives: 

 

This study contributes to the literature by raising the following question: are the effects of parental 

separation similar for all children? In order to this, we examine heterogeneities in the effects of parental 

separation on the educational performance of children, specifically focusing on variation by age at 

exposure, educational background, gender, as well as their interactions. Specifically, we focus on the 

effects of parental separation in childhood on grades (GPA) in ninth grade. 

 

Data and Methods: 

 

The data for this study comes from Swedish registers containing detailed socio-economic, demographic, 

and education information on the entire Swedish population born between 1973 and 1995, corresponding 

to children completing 9th grade between 1989 and 2011.  

 

Our main explanatory variable is the age at which a child experienced a parental separation. In order to 

define this variable, we identified the year in which biological parents were no longer residing in the same 

dwelling unit after having previously resided together consecutively from the year of the child’s birth  

 

All of the analyses were conducted using full-sibling fixed effects models to account for the endogeneity 

in the relationship between parental separation and grade performance. 
 

Results: 

 

The results suggest that there is a significant age gradient that suggests the years prior to ninth grade may 

represent a crisis period. Specifically, the effects of parental separation seem to be the most negative for 

children’s ninth grade school grades between the ages of 13 and 15. With respect to heterogeneities in the 

age gradient by parental education and gender, we find no statistically significant differences across 

groups.  
 


