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Background 

Geographic distance is an important factor in the provision of care and support in family networks. 

Previous findings show a trend of parents living closer to non-resident children over time, but also a 

variation of geographical distance by social factors. This study presents the size of this variation 

decomposed by social factors in Sweden. 

Objective 

To identify the variation by social factors in geographical distance to the nearest non-resident child 

for parents in the Swedish context. 

Data and methods 

Distance between parents (20 years and above) and their nearest non-resident biological child under 

18 years (mothers n=73 371, fathers n=208 870) was calculated in kilometers “as the crow flies” for 

those in the total population register in 2017. Considered social factors were level of education, 

country of birth, type of municipality, and regional part of Sweden. Age-and-social-factor-

standardized proportions were calculated for each social factor using multivariate OLS regression. 

Considered outcome was whether parents with non-resident children having at least one child within 

10 kilometers. 

Results 

The strongest gradient was observed by level of education. Of all women with non-resident children, 

50% of those with compulsory education had a child within 10 kilometers compared to 72% of those 

with post-secondary education. For men these proportions were 55% and 66% respectively. For type 

of municipality, the gradient for women was 70% in big cities and 59% in smaller towns and for men 

64%, and 55% respectively. Country of birth showed some variation, but to a lesser extent, whereas 

regional part of Sweden had almost no variation. 

Conclusions 

People with lower level of education and living in smaller cities live relatively further away from their 

nearest non-resident child, which was independent of the other considered social factors. This may 

have consequences for availability in care and support for these non-resident children. 


