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Differences in life expectancy by education in 
various population groups in Sweden 

The study background 

Differences in longevity between groups with different educational attainment 

has been widely reported. Except for sex differences it is uncommon to study 

variation in life expectancy by education among other population groups. 

Objectives and research questions 

The main objective of the study is to analyze differences and changes in 

longevity by educational attainment in separate population groups in Sweden.  

Data and methods 

Swedish administrative registry data from the population registry and the 

education registry is used for the period 2012–2017. Educational attainment is 

classified in three groups: compulsory, upper secondary and post-secondary. 

Other population groups are defined from type of household, country of birth and 

county. Conventional life-table calculations were performed using one-year age 

categories. Old age mortality was adjusted in ages 95 and older. 

Results 

In 2012 life expectancy at age 30 was 52.2 years for women and 48.5 years for 

men with compulsory education. It was about 4.5 years higher for those with a 

post-secondary educational attainment, 56.4 years for women and 53.3 years for 

men. The group with an upper secondary education had a life expectancy level in 

between the other two groups. The gap between groups with highest and lowest 

educational attainment was greater among those born in Sweden than among 

foreign born, and it was greater among single persons as compared with those 

cohabiting with a partner. Until 2017 life expectancy increased in most groups. 

Differences in life expectancy by educational attainment also increased in most 

population groups, but in particular among those living single. 

Main conclusions 

Differences in life expectancy by educational attainment in Sweden varies 

between different population groups. A trend with increasing disparities by 

educational attainment was observed in nearly all groups. 


