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1. The study background 

Many recent studies show that the Great Recession affected fertility rates negatively. This issue has 

scarcely been addressed focusing on migrants, who are usually more vulnerable to economic shocks. 

In addition, migrants and natives might display a different fertility in response to economic and 

employment uncertainty, also depending on the institutional context. 

 

2. Objective and research questions 

The aim of this study is to contribute to the research about the consequences of the Great Recession 

on fertility in a comparative perspective. By looking at the association between native and migrant 

women’s employment and their fertility behavior before and after the crisis, this study provides new 

insights to understand how labor market and fertility relate to one another.  

 

3. Data and methods 

We make a micro-level analysis using a period approach. For Italy we use the Labor Force Survey 

(LFS), while Swedish data come from the national population registers (STAR). We use the two 

waves of 2009 and 2012 looking retrospectively at women’s employment and childbearing history 

during the previous 3 years, using linear probability models. 

 

4. Results 

We find negative period effect on childbearing only among (recently arrived) migrants in Sweden 

and, surprisingly, among employed recent migrants in Italy. We also find a negative period effect for 

Swedish natives with unstable careers, which is stronger among migrants. Finally, among working 

women, there is a positive period effect for natives and migrants in Sweden, while self-employed 

migrants in Italy display a lower fertility in 2012 than in 2009. 

 

5. Abridged conclusions 

From our results, we can conclude that the difference between the two welfare states played a role in 

shaping individuals’ fertility. Due to the universalistic welfare state of Sweden, in such country 

migrants and natives behave in similar ways. 
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