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The study background: Geographical mobility occurs often because the lack of economic resources 

in the location of origin are intended to be replaced by the economic resources available in the 

destination area. However, Geographical mobility is often accompanied by a loss of capital that 

remains in the location of origin, such as social capital. When families move, important relationships, 

information sources and networks which guide positive behaviour may be disrupted (Tonnessen et 

al. 2016).  

Objective: The objective of this paper, is to study the effects of geographical mobility according to 

children’s age, parental socio-economic and marital status on children’s education attainment in 

Finland and West Germany.  

Data and methods: We use high quality Finnish register data, including reliable annual indicators for 

employment, parental education and other family-related variables such as marital status. The results 

from these data is compared to results using the German National Educational Panel Study (NEPS).  

We use logistic regression in the Finnish case and linear probability and multinomial logit models in 

the German case.  

Results: Our results using Finnish data indicate that even after controlling for parental education, 

divorce/separation, childhood household income, and parental unemployment, moving during 

childhood is associated with the risk of not attaining a secondary degree and a lower probability of 

entry into higher education by the age of 22. For Germany, childhood spatial mobility was found to 

be important for completion of any secondary level education, however there was no difference to 

tracking decisions if movement is restricted to before the age of 12. 

Main conclusions: Overall we find that other forms of capital that a parent might gain from a move 

cannot fully compensate for the loss of social capital a child experiences after movement from one 

geographical location to another. 
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